
IVPA
This publication is the seventh in a series of newsletters about programs administered by 
the Illinois Violence Prevention Authority

c o n n e c t i o n

Summer 2005

FEATURED PROGRAM

Overview: Collaborative 
Violence Prevention Grants

11

Collaborative Violence Prevention Grants

Grantees Fostering
Collaboration in Illinois
IVPA funds a variety of programs that
emphasize the importance of collabora-
tion in addressing key issues affecting
families and communities in Illinois.
Following are highlights from several of
these continuing efforts.

Illinois Center for Violence Prevention
The Illinois Center for Violence
Prevention (ICVP) is IVPA’s oldest
collaborative partner and receives funding
that supports six of the Center’s programs.
The largest of these efforts is the Evaluation
Resource Institute. The collaborative
project was initiated in 1999 to build the
capacity of IVPA grantees to effectively
evaluate their efforts for the purpose of
program improvement. “Evaluation is
critical to establishing prevention as an
effective means of reducing violence,”
says Debbie Bretag, Executive Director
of ICVP. “This program results from the
shared vision of IVPA and ICVP and
our mutual commitment to build the
capacity of organizations working to prevent
violence.” In addition, IVPA supports ICVP’s
youth programs, including YouthPeace
and SisterNet programs, both of which
encourage youth leadership development
around the state on violence prevention
efforts. On a statewide level, ICVP
manages and develops IVPA’s Youth
Advisory Board and serves as the training
and technical assistance provider for
IVPA’s Teen Dating Violence and Sexual
Assault Prevention Grants Program. IVPA
also supports ICVP’s annual conference
and regional meetings.
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collaborations with other agencies that

are important to the success of their

projects. 

IVPA is a state agency whose structure

also reflects the important role of collab-

oration in addressing issues related to

violence prevention. The agency is gov-

erned by a board that is co-chaired by

the Illinois Attorney General and the

Director of the Illinois Department of

Public Health. Members include the

directors or designees of state agencies,

private sector members from the health,

criminal justice, civic and victim service

arenas and the chair of the IVPA Youth

Advisory Board.

In this newsletter, we will highlight the

work and future plans of collaborative

grantees and share the perspectives of

people who are playing a pivotal role in

their organizations to encourage collabo-

ration and address specific issues related

to violence prevention.

The Illinois Violence Prevention

Authority’s Collaborative Violence

Prevention Grants Program funds a

range of organizations around the state

with which IVPA collaborates to address

family violence prevention, youth violence

prevention and/or promote community

safety. The grants program builds on IVPA’s

continuing work to make funding avail-

able for community-based and statewide

collaborative efforts that encourage a

comprehensive approach to violence

prevention — an approach that is both

multi-disciplinary and multi-sector.

IVPA will be funding nine agencies through

the program in the next year, many of

which have previously been funded by

the agency. Collaborative activities include

public awareness, technical assistance

and coalition support efforts, as well as

conferences and summits on critical topics.

In addition to collaborating with IVPA,

these grantees enhance and develop


