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IVPA
This publication is the first in a series of newsletters about programs administered by the
Illinois Violence Prevention Authority

Six Safe From the Start programs are helping
the state’s youngest children and families
through extensive community-based
coalitions. Grantees shared highlights of their
coalition-building work as they continue to
implement strategic plans that meet the
needs of their communities.

Tri-Cities
“We’re focusing on early identification and
implementation in our program,” says
Rebecca Harris, program coordinator for
the Child Abuse Council, lead agency for
Safe From the Start in Rock Island County.
“Referrals often come from systems where
kids have been exposed to violence for a
long time, but we’d like to get to kids
when they are younger.” One key, she says,
is working with police in the county to
revise forms that they fill out when there
has been an incident of domestic violence.
Harris also points to two major annual
events the program kicked off last year.
The first event involves the county sheriff’s
department and features the fingerprinting
of young children; the second is the
“Children Exposed to Violence” conference.
Both events will be held again this April. 
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Overview: Safe From the Start

FEATURED PROGRAM

The Illinois Safe From the Start program
was launched in 2001 with the goal of
providing comprehensive support for very
young children (ages 0 to 5) who have
been exposed to violence. For purposes of
this program, children who have been
exposed to violence include victims of abuse,
neglect, or maltreatment, and children
who have witnessed domestic violence,
sexual assault, or other violent crimes.  

Six sites across Illinois with Safe From the
Start coalitions received funding to plan
and implement the program; all of these
sites are now actively addressing the
problem of children exposed to violence
in their home and/or communities.
Through these coalitions, community-based
agencies provide direct services, promote
systems change, educate communities
on the effects of children’s exposure to
violence, and work to increase awareness
of the services provided by the program.
IVPA guides the local Safe From the Start
sites to ensure their continued success.

Safe From the Start is modeled after
the federal Safe Start initiative, and the
statewide program emerged after the Safe
From the Start Illinois Summit in 2000.

Coalition Building

This newsletter will focus on a key aspect
of Safe From the Start: coalition-building
within communities that are implementing
the program. The communities selected
to receive Safe From the Start funding
each developed a local coalition comprised
of local agencies that work with children
and their families. Coalition partners
typically include a range of social services
agencies that serve victims of violence,
child advocacy organizations, public health
departments, and law enforcement agencies.
Each partnering agency brings unique
resources and expertise to the local Safe
From the Start initiative.  

As part of the effort to ensure the
effectiveness of Safe From the Start,
the Chicago-based Erikson Institute has
developed, and is currently implementing,
an evaluation of the statewide program
and the work of all six coalitions (see
p. 4 for more information).  

Safe From the Start
Safe From the Start


