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FEATURED PROGRAM

Overview: Illinois Health Cares
the next year. All current sites convene
a team of primary partners and a larger
community coalition. 

Illinois Health Cares also works on the
state and national levels to help communities
strengthen their local health care system’s
violence prevention and intervention
services. Illinois is one of 15 states participating
in the National Standards campaign, a
Family Violence Prevention Fund initiative
focused on public policy, public health and
prevention campaigns to strengthen the
health care response to domestic violence.

In 2002 and 2003, the Illinois Department
of Public Health also received two Violence
Against Women grants from the federal
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
Activities funded through both grants
supported Illinois Health Care’s efforts to
improve health care responses to domestic,
elder and sexual violence.

Leadership Team
Illinois Health Cares is guided by a leadership team that includes representatives
from a wide range of organizations around the state:

• Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Illinois

• Chicago Abused Women Coalition
Hospital Crisis Intervention Program at
John R. Stroger Hospital

• Illinois Academy of Family Physicians

• Illinois Attorney General’s Office

• Illinois Center for Violence Prevention

• Illinois Coalition Against Domestic Violence

• Illinois Coalition Against Sexual Assault

• Illinois Department on Aging

• Illinois Department of Human Services

• Illinois Department of Public Health

• Illinois Family Violence Coordinating Council

• Illinois State Medical Society

• Illinois Violence Prevention Authority

Illinois Health Cares

Illinois Health Cares was initiated in 2001
with the goal of improving the health
care community’s capacity to engage in
violence prevention and response activities
related to domestic violence. The pro-
gram also works with communities to
bolster their capacity to help prevent
elder abuse and sexual violence.

For many victims of violence, health care
providers may be the first and only service
they come in contact with that can deliver
key prevention messages and provide early
intervention services.

Illinois Health Cares is guided by a strong
commitment to collaboration among a
wide range of partners. On the local level,
IHC draws on the strengths of partners
that include community-based domestic
violence, elder abuse or sexual assault
victim service programs; public health
departments; Illinois Family Violence
Coordinating Councils, and hospitals and
clinics or other group practices. Illinois
Health Cares is collaboratively adminis-
tered by the Illinois Department of
Public Health and the Illinois Violence
Prevention Authority.

Five sites across Illinois received funding
to plan and implement Illinois Health
Cares, and two new sites are planned for

Five Illinois Health Cares grantees around
the state are reaching out to health care
providers through the program to help
strengthen their response to violence. We
contacted each of these sites to learn about
highlights of the program and how it is
benefiting Illinois communities.

Jackson County 
Health Department
Angie Bailey, Director of Health Education
for the Jackson County Health Department,
says the program aims to help make health
care providers more at ease about responding
to domestic violence and elder abuse. “We
surveyed physicians in the county to ask
them when they screen for domestic
violence,” Bailey says. “One thing we found
out is that they are often not comfortable
about asking important questions.” One
measure of Illinois Health Care’s success in
the county has been an increase in the
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